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REVISED  COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  MODERN  HISTORY 

GRADE  XII 

Note:  This  outline  of  the  Course  is  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  Course 
as  outlined  in  Courses  of  Study,  Grades  XI  and  XII,  Social  Studies, 
History,  'printed  in  1942  and  in  Circular  II. S.  20,  printed  in  1946. 

The  problem  of  retaining  balance  and  unity  in  the  course  in  Modern 
History  has  been  somewhat  increased  by  a  reduction  of  content.  However, 
the  summaries  which  were  printed  with  the  original  course  and  which 
emphasize  the  most  significant  features  of  each  division  of  the  course  still 
hold  and  should  be  used  by  teachers  both  for  their  own  guidance  and  for  the 
guidance  of  their  pupils. 

The  booklet  “Canadian  Democracy  in  Action”  is  no  longer  prescribed 
for  study  in  Grade  XII  since  the  pupils  now  enrolled  in  Grade  XII  studied 
this  material  in  Grade  X.  The  general  theme  of  the  democratic  way  of  life  is 
dealt  with  in  the  last  chapter  of  the  authorized  text-book,  “Modern  History” 
by  New  and  Trotter. 

I.  The  Modern  World  from  1500  to  1763. 

1.  The  religious  upheaval:  Erasmus;  Luther  and  Calvin;  the  English 
breach  with  Rome ;  the  Catholic  Reformation. 

2.  Absolute  and  limited  monarchy :  transition  from  Tudor  and  Stuart 
despotism  to  the  limited  monarchy  of  the  Hanoverians ;  Louis  XIV ;  Frederick 
the  Great ;  Peter  the  Great. 

3.  Commercial  and  colonial  rivalry :  emergence  of  French  and  English 
empires;  world-wide  Anglo-French  conflict,  1667  to  1763. 

4.  Science,  rationalism  and  belief  in  progress :  Bacon,  Descartes,  Newton, 
Locke,  Voltaire,  Rousseau. 

II.  The  World  from  1763  to  1850. 

1.  Loss  of  the  American  colonies  and  the  beginning  of  the  second  British 

Empire. 

2.  The  French  Revolution :  the  old  regime ;  the  National  Assembly ;  the 
first  Republic. 

3.  Napoleon:  his  rise  to  power  to  1804;  his  reforms;  British  sea-power; 
the  zenith  of  his  power  (map  study)  ;  the  Continental  System;  his  overthrow. 

[over] 


A 


I 


4.  Tlie  rise  of  liberalism  and  nationalism  to  1850 : 

(a)  Great  Britain:  the  new  industrialism;  free  trade;  social  and  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform. 

( b )  Continental  Europe:  Metternich  and  reaction;  the  outcome  of  the  ^ 
clash  of  liberal  and  reactionary  policies. 

(c)  The  Americas:  liberal  and  national  movements  in  South  America; 
the  Monroe  Doctrine;  Jacksonian  democracy;  responsible  government 
in  the  Canadas  and  Nova  Scotia. 

III.  The  World  from  1850  to  1919. 

1.  Changes  in  industry  and  communication :  increasing  industrialization 
of  England  and  other  countries;  improvement  in  methods  of  world  trans¬ 
portation  and  communication;  social  problems  arising  from  industrialization. 

2.  The  spread  of  liberalism  and  nationalism  to  1914 : 

(a)  Great  Britain:  extension  of  the  franchise  to  date;  parliamentary 
reform;  education;  labour  in  politics. 

(5)  The  British  Empire:  the  rise  of  the  Dominions  and  the  growth  of 
their  autonomy. 

(c)  Continental  Europe:  the  unification  of  Italy  and  of  Germany;  the 
Third  Republic  in  France;  the  rise  of  national  feeling  in  the  Balkans. 

3.  The  First  World  War  1914-1918 : 

( a )  Causes:  the  conflicting  interests  of  the  great  empires  in  Asia,  Africa 
and  the  Balkans  (map  study)  ;  the  Triple  Alliance,  the  Triple  Entente 
and  the  Sarajevo  episode. 

(5)  Some  important  aspects:  Britain’s  sea  power  and  the  contribution 
of  the  Empire ;  deadlock  on  the  western  front ;  collapse  on  the  eastern 
front — the  Bolshevik  revolution;  the  entry  of  the  United  States  and 
other  nations;  the  destruction  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  in  the  Near 
East;  collapse  of  the  central  powers — revolutions. 

(c)  The  Treaty  of  Versailles;  the  League  of  Nations;  the  economic  terms; 
the  territorial  changes,  including  those  in  the  other  treaties  (map 
study). 

IV.  The  World  from  1919  to  1945. 

1.  Experiments  in  internationalism :  the  League  of  Nations  and  the  World 
Court;  the  Briand-Kellogg  Pact;  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations. 

2.  Recent  economic  and  social  trends :  power ;  transportation  and  com¬ 
munication;  industry;  problems. 

3.  Significant  trends  in  Europe  and  Asia :  the  development  of  Russia  ; 
divorce  of  liberalism  and  nationalism  in  Italy,  Germany,  and  Japan. 

4.  Immediate  causes  and  events  of  the  Second  World  War. 

5.  Democracy,  our  way  of  thought  and  life :  the  meaning*  of  democracy ; 

solving  social  and  economic  problems  through  discussion  and  legislation ; 
difficulties  in  the  democratic  method ;  duties  and  responsibilities  of  demo¬ 
cratic  citizens.  Jk 


